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ABSTRACT

Fyodor M. Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) was a famous Russian writer born 200 years
ago, important for the psychological depth and dramatic structure of his novels.
Epilepsy was important in his life and creative process. Moritz H. Romberg (1795-
1873) and Armand Trousseau (1801-1867) were two well-known physicians at the
time who dedicated themselves to neurology. Its notoriety extended beyond the
medical-scientific area, as exemplified by Dostoievski's letter. Although the
occurrence of the meeting was controversial,3# its intention denotes their prestige.
Romberg, known as the father of clinical neurology

Palavras-chaves: exemplified, neurology, father

RESUMO

Fyodor M. Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) foi um famoso escritor russo nascido ha 200
anos, importante pela profundidade psicoldgica e estrutura draméatica dos seus
romances. A epilepsia foi importante na sua vida e no seu processo criativo. Moritz
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H. Romberg (1795-1873) e Armand Trousseau (1801-1867) eram dois medicos
conhecidos na altura que se dedicavam a neurologia. A sua notoriedade
estendeu-se para além da area médico-cientifica, como exemplificado pela carta
de Dostoievski. Embora a ocorréncia do encontro tenha sido controversa,3,4 a sua
intencdo denota o seu prestigio. Romberg, conhecido como o pai da neurologia
clinica

Palavras-chaves: exemplificado, neurologia, pai

1 INTRODUCTION
Fyodor M. Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) was a famous Russian writer born 200

years ago, important for the psychological depth and dramatic structure of his
novels. Epilepsy was important in his life and creative process.' In a letter to the
contemporary novelist, lvan Turgenev in 1863, apud Bhattacharyya, Dostoevsky
wrote, " Actually, | am going to Berlin and to Paris [...] for no other reason than to
consult specialists on epilepsy (Trousseau in Paris, Romberg in Berlin)."* This
paper aims to hommage Dostoyevsky in his birth bicentennial and to raise issues

related to Trousseau and Romberg regarding epilepsy.

2 METHOD
A comprehensive, critical and objective analysis of the current knowledge
about Romberg and Trousseau roles on Neurology advance employing a narrative

literature review.

3 RESULTS
Moritz H. Romberg (1795-1873) and Armand Trousseau (1801-1867) were

two well-known physicians at the time who dedicated themselves to neurology. Its
notoriety extended beyond the medical-scientific area, as exemplified by
Dostoievski's letter. Although the occurrence of the meeting was controversial,3*
its intention denotes their prestige. Romberg, known as the father of clinical
neurology.>® His studies were immortalized in his Manual of Nervous Diseases in
Humans (Lehrbuch der Nervenkrankheiten)’, where he divides his findings into
sensory and motor symptoms. He describes different forms of epilepsy, such as

eclampsia, and seizures secondary to metastasis, vascular causes, fear,
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“hysteria”, kidney injuries, anaemia, syphilis, hereditary causes, and other
neurological conditions, as neuralgias, psychogenic pain etc.68

Trosseau contributes to general practice and neurology. In his teachings,
“Les Legons cliniques de I'Hotel-Dieu™, he describes, for example, Trousseau's
syndrome and Trousseau's signs °. He highlighted epilepsy and that tuberculosis,
syphilis, brain tumors couls cause it and also almost all the types of epileptic
attacks, such as so-called petit mal, grand mal, status epilepticus,focal seizures
and gelastic epilepsy.®!. He recognized the importance of heredity on nervous
disorders and a similarity of visceral aura to hysteria and that some organic

alterations in the brain could be an effect, not the cause.

4 CONCLUSION
Romberg and Trousseau were important physicians in the development of

neurology and their observations expanded knowledge of important diseases and

bilt important pillars of understanding about epilepsy.

Studies in Studies in Health Sciences, Curitiba, v.2, n.3, p.147-150, sep./dec., 2021 149




STU D I l 2 I s Studies in Health Sciences ”
\ D ISSN: 2764-0884 v

PUUCB LI e Ave OUF S

REFERENCES

Bhattacharyya KB. Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky and his epilepsy. Neurol
India. 2015 Jul-Aug;63(4):476-9.

Yarmolinsky A. Dostovesky: His life and art. NJ: S.G. Philips; 1965
Iniesta I. Epilepsy in Dostoevsky. Prog Brain Res. 2013;205:277-93. doi:
10.1016/B978-0-444-63273-9.00014-9. PMID: 24290270.

Iniesta |. Epilepsy in the process of artistic creation of Dostoevsky. Neurologia.
2014 Jul-Aug;29(6):371-8. English, Spanish. doi: 10.1016/j.nrl.2011.05.002. Epub
2011 Sep 3. PMID: 21893368.

Forbes J, Cronovich H. Romberg Test. 2020 Sep 23. In: StatPearls [Internet].
Treasure Island (FL): StatPearls Publishing; 2021 Jan—. PMID: 33085334.

Housman B, Bellary SS, Walters A, Mirzayan N, Tubbs RS, Loukas M. Moritz
Heinrich Romberg (1795-1873): Early founder of neurology. Clin Anat. 2014
Mar;27(2):147-9. doi: 10.1002/ca.22112. Epub 2012 Jun 18. PMID: 22711686.

Roberg MH. A Manual of the Nervous Diseases of Man. 2 volumes. London,
Sydenham Society, 1853. Translated and edited by Sir Edward Henry Sieveking
(1816-1904)._https://archive.org/details/manualofnervousd02rombuoft

Schiffter R. Lebensbilder von Romberg [Romberg: a biographical sketch]. Fortschr
Neurol Psychiatr. 2007 Mar;75(3):160-7. German. doi: 10.1055/s-2006-944319.
PMID: 17450632.

De I'épilepsie, lecons cliniques faites a I'Hotel-Dieu (2e éd.) / par M. Trousseau,...
; recueillies, rédigées et publiées par H. Legrand Du Saulle,Trousseau, Armand
(1801-1867). Auteur du texte

https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5462995t.textelImage

Pearce JM. Armand Trousseau--some of his contributions to neurology. J Hist
Neurosci. 2002 Jun;11(2):125-35. doi: 10.1076/jhin.11.2.125.15198. PMID:
12122805.

Walusinski O. Armand Trousseau (1801-1867), a neurologist before neurology.
Rev Neurol (Paris). 2020 Sep;176(7-8):531-542. doi:
10.1016/j.neurol.2019.12.002. Epub 2020 Jan 7. PMID: 31924312.

Studies in Studies in Health Sciences, Curitiba, v.2, n.3, p.147-150, sep./dec., 2021 150



https://archive.org/details/manualofnervousd02rombuoft

